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VideoSearch Help
VideoSearch is the newest search solution provided by MicroSearch. It works in much the
same way as DocumentSearch, but instead of documents, videos (and their transcripts) are
the target of the search. As we like to say, “Videos are the new documents.”
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Getting Started
VideoSearch databases are composed of embedded videos (from YouTube or Vimeo) and their
associated transcripts. The transcripts are linked to the videos with time signatures, enabling
transcripts to scroll in sync with the video as it plays. This also allows for precise searching–clicking
a search result opens the video at the exact moment that the keyword appears.
VideoSearch can function as a standalone site with a database composed of only videos, or as part
of our Multimedia Interface wherein videos and documents can be mixed together. This page will
focus on a standalone VideoSearch site.

Searching in VideoSearch
Simple Search
A standalone VideoSearch site is meant to be embedded within a user’s existing site, which
means that the branding around the interface is consistent with the rest of the site. The search bar
is a simple text input area that works very much like you’d expect a Google search bar to work;
enter a search word or phrase and hit the Enter key or click the search button (the magnifying glass
in the below screenshot). This will conduct a keyword search of the text of video transcripts.
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Advanced Search
VideoSearch also provides the option to conduct an “Advanced Search” by clicking on the
Advanced Search button (the magnifying glass with the small tool icon beside it in the
above screenshot). Doing so will bring up an Advanced Search window like the one seen below.
The first field searches the transcript, just like the simple search field. But from there, associated
metadata can be searched. In the below example, this includes informations such as Title,
Description, Year Uploaded, etc. These fields can be used in combination with each other. That is,
you might search for the word “science” in videos that were uploaded in 2014.

Search Results Hit List
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After an initiating either a simple or advanced search, you will be taken to the Search Results Hit
List. Your results will appear directly below the search bar, making it easy to search again if you
haven’t found what you were looking for.

The search results are listed in order of relevance, with the most relevant results appearing at the
top of the list. Each result displays a thumbnail image of the video alongside the video’s title, some

3/7

Multimedia Search Help Site
A Handy Tutorial for All of MicroSearch's Search Solutions
http://help.microsearch.net

metadata related to the video, and finally a snippet of the transcript in which the first search result
(or results) appears. The word or phrase you searched for appears in a bold font and is highlighted
in yellow. This “Hits in Context” functionality allows you to be sure that the word or phrase you
searched for is relevant based on the context in which it appears.
Clicking anywhere with the Search Result area (the thumbnail, title, metadata, or hits in context)
will open that video, which will begin playing at the first instance of the search term.

The Video Player Page
When you click a search result from the Hit List, you’ll be taken to the Video Player Page. The
video itself appears in the top-left corner of the screen, followed by the familiar search bar and
other relevant search results. If the video you selected does not contain the information you were
looking for, simply click one of the other results to be taken to that video.

The Video Player
The video player itself should be familiar if you’ve ever viewed a video on YouTube or Vimeo as
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the player is embedded from the video’s origin site. That is, in the screenshot provided above, the
video that is playing is embedded from YouTube and therefore looks the same as any other
YouTube video player. The controls are the same as well. Play or pause using the button in the
lower-left corner of the video player, jump ahead in the video by clicking on the red and gray
progress bar, and toggle features such as Closed Captioning, settings, and full screen mode using
the relevant buttons.

The Transcript
To the right of the video and the search results appears the video’s associated transcript. When
you first land on the Video Player Page, the transcript will load with the line in which the search
result appears surrounded by a gray box with the search result itself highlighted in yellow. As the
video plays, the line that is being spoken in the video will appear inside the gray box, representing
the synchronicity between video and transcript.

You can scroll ahead in the transcript by hovering your mouse pointer over the vertical gray bar
that appears to the right of the transcript. The yellow boxes inside the gray bar represent additional
instances of the search results throughout the transcript. When you hover over the gray bar, a box
will appear previewing the text that appears in that portion of the transcript. If you see something
you’d like to view, simply click the horizontal gray bar and the video and transcript will jump to that
location. You can also use the yellow buttons at the bottom to jump between hits. Again, the video
and transcript will jump to the relevant point.
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Clipping and Sharing
One of the most innovative features of VideoSearch is the ability to clip and share portions of a
video and associated transcript. That is, you can select a portion of the text by clicking and
dragging your cursor across the relevant lines, and when you release the cursor a new window will
appear with a URL and buttons representing the most popular social networking sites, Facebook
and Twitter, and email. You can copy the URL or click one of the buttons to share the clip however
you prefer. When the recipients of the shared clip clicks the link, they will be directed to the Video
Player Page and the video will begin playing at the exact moment that the clip appears. They can
then watch the video in entirety or conduct a new search if they like.
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